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Ethical Action Plan (500-750 words)*

This document is a chance for you to begin shaping your project while thinking through its ethical considerations, implications, and responsibilities. We know this might feel early in your action research journey, but this short plan is here to help pin down your ideas and work-in-progress. 

Use whatever writing format that suits you - lists, bullet points, statements or paragraphs - and follow the suggested links stated alongside some of the questions for guidance. 

A good starting point is the BERA Guidelines for Educational Research, fifth edition (2024) alongside the ‘Ethics Files and Resources’ on Moodle. 

When you’re ready, email your draft to your allocated tutor 48 hours in advance of you first group tutorial in the week commencing 6 October 2025, so it can help guide the focus of discussions and support your project development. 

Name: Kelly Harrison

Tutor: Mallika Banyal

Date: Monday 10th November 2025

	1. What is the working title of your project? 

Working title: Drawing for Design
As a lecturer in Communication Design, I work with Year 1 students on the BA (Hons) Graphic Media Design course at LCC. The current year group (2025/26) is a large and diverse cohort of approximately 165 x students. 

A high proportion of the students are international and/or ESL learners. Upon recruitment and enrolment at the start of Year 1, we as the GMD staff team have limited knowledge of students’ prior design education experiences.

The current culturally diverse cohort brings with it a wealth of experiences, viewpoints, skills, and knowledge. However, students’ baseline skill sets, ability levels, and approaches are broad and relatively unknown at the start of Year 1. 

As a consequence (and in my view), the responsibility lies with the Year 1 GMD staff team/course content to ensure that students are introduced to core, baseline design skills amongst which drawing is an important one - in preparation for further study into Years 2, 3, and 4.	Comment by Mallika Kanyal: Amongst which drawing is an important one.

I have observed an overall ‘gap’ in students’ ability and confidence to think visually: to use drawing as a means to explore, test, and communicate their ideas as part of the design process.	Comment by Mallika Kanyal: You may be tight with the word count, but if possible, it would be good to add a brief note about your own specialism in drawing, and how the school actively promotes the sharing of staff expertise with students.

Within my creative practice as an artist, drawing is my specialism and as a lecturer on GMD I value how the GMD staff team are encouraged to actively promote and share their areas of expertise with students, notably in the form of an annual series of LAB workshops. 

Therefore, the focus of my action research project will be my LAB: Drawing for Design workshop through which I hope to learn how Year 1 GMD students engage with drawing, exploring how their prior educational experiences shape their attitudes and approaches, investigating how collaborative visual mapping can extend diverse students’ design thinking as part of the design process, and enhance students’ overall understanding and engagement with design briefs which they will find helpful in their future engagement with skills development and the units within the course.
 
Research Questions:
1. In what ways do Y1 GMD students engage with drawing, and how do their prior educational experiences influence their attitudes and approaches?

2. How can collaborative visual mapping of the design process, support diverse students’ understanding and engagement with design briefs?

Workshop Details:
Drawing for Design (Mapping the Design Process)
Date: Wednesday 26th November 2025, 2-6pm
Location: D110
Tutor: Kelly Harrison

No of students: x 25 

Key Words: 
Drawing, design process, visual research, mapping, visual thinking, infographic, visual communication, image-making, mark-making, diagram, chart, timeline, identity, equality, diversity, inclusion, creative practice, co-creation, co-production, horizontal/vertical learning, collaboration, community, creative journey

Description:
Drawing for Design is a hands-on, creative workshop where you will explore how drawing is used as an essential visual research tool in the design process.

In the workshop students will:

· Experiment with different materials and mark-making techniques
· Use drawing to map and understand the design process
· Discover how drawing supports every part of graphic communication design

Suitable for year 1 GMD students.

All drawing abilities welcome – no experience needed!

A creative drawing workshop to:
· Question: What we know? What we have learnt? Where we learn?  How we learn?
· Question: How to raise confidence, participation and collaboration in the studio?
· Explore and celebrate diverse, international student cohort
· Learn from each other to gain a greater understanding of who and what we are (sudents/staff)
· Foster greater empathy and compassion for each other (students/staff)
· Build communities of co-creative learners (students/staff)
· Activate inclusive pedagogical practices
· Explore and introduce ‘positionality’ and identity
· Explore drawing as the key/primary component within the design process e.g. exploration and development of ideas and visual concepts    
· Explore key visual communication methods e.g. drawing, sketching, mark-making 
· Create a range of visual outputs: maps, charts, diagrams, infographics 
· Discuss and share creative outputs and wider contextual ideas
· Foreground peer learning, co-creation and collaboration
· Reflections/focus group: what we have learnt, what went well/not so well, how can we use these lessons learnt in the future?
· How can we create a ‘toolkit’ to inform and empower future GMD students?
· How can this workshop ‘model’ be developed for Year 1 students in the future?


	2. What sources will you read or reference? 

Books:
Heller, S. & Landers, R. (2014), ‘Raw Data:Infographic Designers’ Sketchbooks’, London: Thames & Hudson
 
Lupi, G. & Posavec, S. ‘Dear Data’, (2016), New York:Princeton Architectural Press
 
Meirelles, M. (2013), ‘Design for Information’, Masachusetts, USA: Pockport Publishers

How to be an Explorer of the World

Schenk, P. (2016), ‘Drawing in the Design Process’, Chicago, USA: Intellect 

Berger, J. (2005), ‘Berger On Drawing’, Co. Cork, Ireland: Occasional Press

Duff, L. & Sawdon, P. (2008), ‘Drawing-The Purpose’, Chicago, USA: Intellect

Articles:
Karaata, E. (2016), ‘Significance of Sketch in Creativity Process related to Graphic Design Education’
https://tinyurl.com/4atnrxs8

Rhode, M. (2011), ‘Sketching: The Visual Thinking Power Tool’
Article: Creativity https://tinyurl.com/ec53aw3a

Novica et al, Cogent Arts & Humantieis (2023), ‘Drawing and Ideation Process in Design’
https://tinyurl.com/y47tdzvn

Fava, M. 2019. ‘A Decline in Drawing Ability?’, International Journal of Art & Design Education 
https://tinyurl.com/y5kxe22n

Schenk, P.M. (2019) ‘The Changing Role of Drawing with Specific Reference to the Graphic Design Process’
https://tinyurl.com/33f26t5y

Lectures:
Ive, J. Mackesy, C. & Marlow, T. (2025)
‘Drawing Dialogues with Sir Jony Ive, Charlie Mackesey & Tim Marlow’, Royal Drawing School/Design Museum
https://royaldrawingschool.org/living-library/drawing-dialogues-jony-and-charlie

Perry, G. (2025)
‘Drawing Dialogues with Grayson Perry RA’, (2025), Royal Drawing School
https://royaldrawingschool.org/events/drawing-dialogues-with-sir-grayson-perry-ra

Raven, D.  ‘Lecture-Zine’, (2025) 
https://www.instagram.com/p/DQV9GmZDLJO/?img_index=1

Visual reference/sources of inspiration:
Specific and relevant image references (works by artists and designers) will be chosen as examples for use in the workshop (from books/refs as above) and in support of overall project development ARP/Drawing for Design – final visual references TBC


	3. What action(s) are you planning to take, and are they realistic in the time you have (Sept-Dec)?
· I have pre-booked studio D110 in the LCC Design Block, where the workshop will take place between 2-6pm, on Wednesday 26th November 2025 – confirmed
· Need to confirm this date with Joe/Timetabling – confirmed
· Order workshop materials using LAB £100 budget code via Ian Carr, Course Leader – materials ordered and received/stored in 6th floor GMD - confirmed
· Confirm workshop aims and activities (group tutorial) - confirmed
· Define research question (group tutorial) – confirmed
· Create participant questionnaire, project information sheet, participant consent from – confirmed
· Write workshop lesson plan including activity outlines, timings, visual references and examples - WIP 
· Start confirming and collating content for blog posts - WIP


	4. Who will be involved, and in what way?

· Conversations to date with LCC/UAL colleagues including: Tim Hutchinson, Monica Biagioli, Deshna Mheta, Alex Cooper, Ravin Raori, Henrietta Ross, Craig Burston, Sheran Forbes, Sarah Temple, Dominic Dyson, Trudi Esberger, plus Tracey Waller (RCA) – confirmed 
· Create workshop copy and email to Craig Burston Y1 GMD co-ordinator - confirmed
· Craig to include workshop copy in weekly Y1 students’ newsletter on Fri 7th November - confirmed
· 25 x GMD Year 1 students to pre-book/sign-up via Moodle, Sheran to help add event onto Moodle on Thur 6th November – confirmed
· Workshop fully booked – confirmed Mon 10th November	Comment by Mallika Kanyal: Yayyyy
· Continue to explore future development and roll-out of Drawing for Design workshop as a skills-based ‘model’ and potential teaching resource as poart of GMD core curriculum delivery e.g.Y1 GMD/Introduction to Graphic and Media Design unit/2026-27. I’ve had positive initial discussions with Craig and Ian Carr (GMD Course Leader) to be continued - WIP


	5. What are the health & safety concerns, and how will you prepare for them?

The Drawing for Design workshop will take place onsite at LCC, during open daytime hours, so standard H&S concerns apply as per usual taught studio sessions – confirmed


	6. How will you manage and protect any physical and/or digital data you collect, including the data of people involved?

I will follow standard correct procedures (as per Bera guidelines) detailed as per the completed Participant Information Sheet and Consent Forms. Including asking participants’ permission for standard documentation and data collection procedures as below:

· Physical artwork
· Photographs of artwork
· Photographs of students participating in the workshop (can opt out if they wish) 
· Written/recorded student/staff conversations and feedback (any inclusions to be anonymous)


	7. How will you take ethics into account in your project for participants and/or yourself?

In my research ARP workshop it is my intention to create a ‘safe’ space for students to feel comfortable and confident while sharing personal information, discussing their educational backgrounds and sharing thoughts and ideas while undertaking the workshop tasks.
As part of the PgCert workshop sessions I have welcomed and appreciated out tutors highlighting the shared ARP principles at the start of each workshop session e.g.creating an ethical space. It is my intention to share these valuable principles with the students at the start of the Drawing for Design workshop as below, and to highlight their shared responsibility for co-creating a ‘safe’ learning space:
Everyone is an expert
Critical friendship
Ask respectful questions
Facilitate each other’s learning
Be kind and compassionate: active listening, supportive responding
Take a break, embrace silence
Pace yourself: little by little
Use ‘hand up’ for questions and observations

I will use qualitative arts-based research methods and approaches: combining participant observation and responsive evaluation approaches: consisting of a brief introductory questionnaire, hands-on collaborative drawing activities, focus group discussions and feedback. Written, spoken and visual responses will be analysed thematically. All visual and written data collected and featured in the project will be anonymous (as above). 




* The form itself is around 300 words, so with your additions the total length will come to a maximum of about 1,050 words.





4

image1.jpg
ual-




